receiving a remote revision status from a remote computer qft the main computer; 

comparing the remote revision status with the main revision status; 

transmitting updated constant data stored in the memory or the main computer that is 
different from the constant data stored in the memory of the remote computer from the main 
computer to the remote computer to permit the remote computer to store the updated constant 
data; / 

transmitting variable data related to the at least one product from the main computer 
to the remote computer; and / 

transmitting display instructions from the main computer to the remote computer to 
permit the remote computer to combine constant data related to the at least one product with 
the variable data related to the at least one product to generate the information data related to 
the at least one product including both constant data and variable data. 

26. (New) The method of claim 25, further composing the step of receiving a 
product selection from the remote computer for which product information is desired prior to 
the step of receiving the remote revision status from thejemote computer at the main 
computer. 

27. (New) The method of claim 26, fuyther^orfinj^^iftr* 6 ^? of automatically 
connecting the remote computer to the main computerflprior to the step pf receiving a product 
selection. 

28. (New) The method of claim 27, further c&mprfcsifig the step of automatically 
disconnecting the remote computer from the main computer after the variable data related to 
the selected product and the display instructions are^transmitted from the main computer to 
the remote computer. 

29. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the display instructions indicate a 
format of the variable data and a display location/of the constant data relative to the variable 
data. 

30. (New) The method of claim 25, whbrein the constant data stored in the memory 
of the main computer and the constant data sto/ed in the memory of the remote computer 
each include both graphics data and textual data. 

31. (New) The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of receiving a request 
for variable data related to the a selected product from the remote computer at the main 
computer prior to the step of transmitting valuable data from the main computer to the remote 
computer. 
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32. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the display instructions include a map 
transmitted from the main computer to the remote computer along with the variable data to 
permit the remote computer generate the information data. / 

33. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of /ransmitting updated 
constant data further includes the step of transmitting a new remote revision status identical 
to the main revision status from the main computer to the remote computer. 

34. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the remote computer stores a computer 
program and a remote program revision status in the memory of the remote computer, the 
remote program revision status indicating a revision levelM the computer program stored in 
the memory of the remote computer, the method further comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the latest revisions of a computer program and a main program revision 
status in the memory of the main computer, the main Program revision status indicating the 
revision level of the computer program stored in the memory of the main computer; 

receiving a remote program revision^tStus froih the remote computer at the main 
computer; f \ \ 

comparing the remote program revision, smtus to the main program revision status; 
and Y y 

transmitting updated portions of the computerpfogram stored and maintained in the 
memory of the main computer that are different fromthe computer program stored in the 
memory of the remote computer from the main computer to the remote computer. 

35. (New) An electronic catalog system which generates product information data 
related to at least one product on a remote computer including a remote memory which stores 
constant data and a remote revision status related to the constant data stored in remote 
memory, the constant data being a subset of information data related to the at least one 
product, the system comprising: / 

a main computer including a main memory that stores variable data, constant data and 
a main revision status related to the constant data stored in the main memory; 

means for receiving a product selection and a remote revision status from a remote 
computer at the main computer; / 

means for comparing the remote revision status with the main revision status; 

means for selecting updated constant data stored in the main memory that is different 
from constant data stored in the yemote memory; 



means for transmitting the updated constant data stored in the/main memory from the 
main computer to the remote computer to permit the remote computer to store the updated 
constant data received from the main computer in the remote memdry; 

means for transmitting variable data related to the selected' product stored in the main 
memory from the main computer to the remote computer; and 

means for transmitting display instructions from the ma/n computer to the remote 
computer to permit the remote computer to combine constant (data related to the selected 
product stored in the remote memory with the variable data related to the selected product 
received from the main computer to generate the product information data related to the 
selected product including both constant data and variable data. 

36. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the djfsplay instructions include a map 
generated at the main computer. 

37. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the /means for transmitting the updated 
constant data stored in the main memory from the mmnfeomputer to the remote computer 
also transmits an updated remote revision status / klentijcaJ^o the main revision status from the 
main computer to the remote computer. 

38. (New) The system of claim 35, whereWtoie main revjfeion status indicates the last 
time the constant data stored in the memory of the mai\cQn*l3uter was updated, and the 
remote revision status indicates the last time consent data stored in the memory of the remote 
computer was updated. 

39. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein a computer program and a remote 
program revision status are stored in the memory of the remote computer, the remote 
program revision status indicating the revision level of the computer program stored in the 
memory of the remote computer, the systerryfurther comprising means for maintaining the 
latest revisions of the computer program and a main program revision status in the memory 
of the main computer, the main program revision status indicating the revision level of the 
computer program stored in the memory/of the main computer, means for receiving a remote 
program revision status from the remote computer at the main computer, means for 
comparing the remote program revisidn status to the main program revision status, means for 
determining updated portions of the computer program stored in the main computer that are 
different from the computer program stored in the remote computer, and means for 
transmitting the updated portions or the computer program from the main computer to the 
remote computer to permit the rerfiote computer to replace portions of the computer program 
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stored in the memory of the remote computer with the updated portion^j^Gei^pd from the 
main computer. 

40. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein the display insfru^ionsjjidicate a 
format of the variable data and a display location of the constant daUyrelative to the variable 
data. 

41. (New) A method for providing product information d&ta related to a selected 
product stored in a vendor's main computer to a customers remote computer, a first subset of 
product data including graphics data related to at least one product being stored in a memory 
of the remote computer, the method comprising: 

storing product data including graphics data and textual data related to a plurality of 
products in a memory of the main computer; 

receiving a data request query related to at least ojfe selected product from a remote 
computer; 

identifying a second subset of product data incMiding graphics data and textual data 
related to the selected product from the product data ^stored in the memory of the main 
computer based on the data request query; 

transmitting the textual data from second ^/dbset of product data from the main 
computer to the remote computer; 

transmitting only updated graphics dat^from the second subset of product data that is 
different from the graphics data in the first subset of product data from the main computer to 
the remote computer so that the updated graphics data is stored in the memory of the remote 
computer; and 

transmitting display instructions fybm the main computer to the remote computer to 
permit the remote computer to combine /he textual data from the second subset of product 
data received from the main computer with graphics data related to the selected product 
stored in the memory of the remote computer to provide complete product information data 
related to the selected product including both graphics and textual data. 

42. (New) The method of yclaim 41, wherein the remote computer stores a computer 
program and a remote program revision status in the memory of the remote computer, the 
remote program revision status indicating a revision level of the computer program stored in 
the memory of the remote computer, the method further comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the latest revisions of a computer program and a main program revision 
status in the memory of the main computer, the main program revision status indicating the 
revision level of the compu/er program stored in the memory of the main computer; 
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receiving a remote program revision status from the remote computer at the main 
computer; 

comparing the remote program revision status to the main p^6gram revision status; 

and 

transmitting updated portions of the computer program stored and maintained in the 
memory of the main computer that are different from the computer program stored in the 
memory of the remote computer from the main computer to the remote computer. 

43. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein the transmitting display instructions step 
includes transmitting a map from the main computer to the remote computer. 

44. (New) The method of claim 41, further comprising automatically establishing a 
data link between the remote computer and the main computer prior to the receiving step, and 
automatically disconnecting the data link between the remote computer and the main 
computer after the transmitting steps. 

45. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein the display instructions indicate a 
format of the textual data and a display location of the graphics data relative to the textual */ 
data. / 

46. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein the remote computer stores a remote 
revision status in the memory of the remote computer, the remote revision status providing an 
indication of the last time the graphics data stored in the remote computer was updated, the 
method further comprising the steps of storing i main revision status in the memory of the 
main computer, the main revision status providing an indication of the last time the graphics 
data stored in the main computer was updated, receiving a remote revision status from the 
remote computer at the main computer, comparing the remote revision status with the main 
revision status prior to the step of and transmitting updated graphics data from the main 
computer to the remote computer. / 

47. (New) A method for providing product information data related to a selected 
product stored in a vendor's main commiter to a customer's remote computer, a first subset of 
product data including constant data-f^ated to at least one of the plurality of products being 
stored in a memory of the remote computer, the method comprising: 

storing product data includa^^nstant^ata and variable data related to a plurality of 
products in a memory of the main computer; 

receiving a data request qi/dry^eiafed to at least one selected product from a remote 
computer at the main computer; , 
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identifying a second subset of product data including constant and variable data 
related to the at least one selected product from the product data scored in the memory of the 
main computer based on the data request query; 

transmitting variable data from second subset of producj/data from the main computer 
to the remote computer; 

transmitting only updated constant data from the secofid subset of product data that is 
different from the constant data in the first subset of product data from the main computer to 
the remote computer so that the updated constant data is s^red in the memory of the remote 
computer; and 

transmitting display instructions from the main computer to the remote computer to 
permit the remote computer to combine the variable dafta received from the main computer 
with constant data related to the selected product stor/d in the memory of the remote 
computer to provide complete product information r/lated to the selected product. 

48. (New) The method of claim 47 > >>tffereptFte remote computer stores a computer 
program and a remote program revision states in ^e^^moi^^f the remote computer, the 
remote program revision status indicating a revisron level of the computer program stored in 
the memory of the remote computer, the mfethodVurther comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the latest revisions of a computer progjam and a main program revision 
status in the memory of the main computer, tne main program revision status indicating the 
revision level of the computer program stored in the memory of the main computer; 

receiving a remote program revisio^ status from the remote computer at the main 
computer; 

comparing the remote program revision status to the main program revision status; 

and 

transmitting updated portions of the computer program stored and maintained in the 
memory of the main computer that are different from the computer program stored in the 
memory of the remote computer from the main computer to the remote computer. 

49. (New) The method of c/aim 47, wherein the display instructions include a map to 
permit the remote computer to combine the variable data and the constant data. 

50. (New) The method oyclaim 47, further comprising automatically establishing a 
data link between the remote computer and the main computer prior to the receiving step, and 
automatically disconnecting theoata link between the remote computer and the main 
computer after the last transmitting step. 
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